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INDIANA DENTAL 
HYGIENISTS’ ASSOCIATION 

IDHA Annual Conference 
 

Friday & Saturday, November 2-3, 2018 
 

Ft. Harrison Garrison Conference Center 

6002 N. Post Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46216 



 

Dear Attendees, 

 

With great pleasure, I present to you the 2018 IDHA Annual Conference Event 

Schedule. Our Annual Conference Council created a tremendous agenda 

packed with fabulous speakers and emerging topics of interest. Please take 

full advantage of this year’s events to learn, network, and grow! 

 

Our speakers include nationally recognized Olga A. C. Ibsen, RDH, MS, FAADH 

and Patti DiGangi, RDH, BS. Olga Ibsen will be speaking about Oral Pathology 

and will cover the seven diagnostic methods that contribute to a final diagnosis. Patti DiGangi 

will highlight game changing CDT codes and recognize teledentistry. We also have a host of ex-

hibitors ready to address your professional needs. 

 

You won’t want to miss Saturday’s legislation discussion–it is sure to be a Game-Changer! Come 

learn about new potential roles for dental hygienists as a result of the successful collaborative 

legislative effort between the IDHA and IDA to bring you House Bill 1116, effective July 1, 2018. 

This new law is positioned to increase access to care for dentally underserved populations, 

while growing dental hygienists’ employment opportunities and expanding dentists’ impact 

within their local community. 

 

Most importantly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has been a Game

-Changer this year. First, I thank YOU as the member for attending and remaining active in this 

association. I thank our Component Leaders for their diligent efforts to offer IDHA services lo-

cally. Thank you to Barbara Owens, our Executive Director, for her talent, skills, and patience 

navigating this association through various challenges and changes. Congratulations and special 

thanks to Vice President Laverne Whitmore for her marvelous and skillful leadership as Chair of 

the Annual Conference Council, along with her hard-working council members. What a spectac-

ular two-day conference this group has prepared for us! Finally, I am sincerely grateful to each 

member of the Board of Directors, who serves this association selflessly and relentlessly. Each 

of you inspires me to give back and to never forget what this profession means to us and our 

patients. 

 

Have a great conference! Please come find me and say “Hello.” Let’s get connected and be 

Game-Changers together! 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Heather Taylor 

IDHA President 



 

 

Greetings! 

 

As the IDHA Vice President and 2018 Annual Conference Council Chair, I would like to extend an invitation to you and 

your colleagues to a Game Changers event on November 2-3, 2018. It is being held at the Fort Harrison Garrison Banquet 

& Conference Center and State Park Inn. Along with nationally recognized speakers Olga A. C. Ibsen, RDH, MS, FAADH 

and Patti DiGangi, RDH, BS, we are recognizing our renowned Indiana speakers Kathy Nahrwold, RDH, Amanda Apple, 

LDH, and IDHA President Heather Taylor, MPH, LDH. 

 

In addition to offering several courses on very relevant topics, we will be hosting a Component Town Hall Meeting. This 

is an opportunity for you to meet and greet Component Leaders who have accepted President Taylor’s call to be Game 

Changers for their respective geographic areas. You will be afforded the opportunity to meet dental hygienists and share 

ideas, concerns, and recommendations on how we as an association can meet your desires and needs as a member of 

our professional association. 

 

For students, we have scheduled a Student Town Hall. Several IDHA Past Presidents, who represent different career 

paths, have accepted to be members of a panel discussion. Each panelist will be given a few minutes to share how our 

association has impacted their career. While all panelists began their dental hygiene career as a clinician, you will learn 

how their employment opportunities expanded and how their active participation played a key role in their personal as 

well as professional development. After a two-minute presentation from each panelist, students will be given an oppor-

tunity to engage the panelists in a question and answer discussion. 

 

Friday evening will provide registered attendees an opportunity to greet and meet the Game Changers of our association 

as well as reach out to colleagues who share similar passions and career paths. It is an opportunity to personally connect 

with not only educators and administrators, but business owners, sales representatives, and clinicians who have been 

role models for the dental hygiene profession. 

 

Saturday morning, we kick off our day with a course that is required for license renewal. The course will cover ethics, 

professional responsibility and Indiana statutes and Indiana administrative rules governing the licensure and practice of 

dental hygienists and dentists. It has been a licensure renewal requirement since 2005. 

 

On Saturday afternoon, we will celebrate our success in expanding our scope of practice for dental hygienists in our 

state. We will be sharing our success with the Indiana Dental Association as both associations joined efforts to bring this 

new legislation to fruition. 

 

As with every conference, a segment will be reserved for business. President Taylor will be conducting our General As-

sembly Annual Meeting. This is a great time to let your voice be heard and help lead our associa-

tion to fulfill its purpose and mission. Furthermore, this is the perfect opportunity to consider 

how you can have an impact beyond merely paying dues. Consider what qualifications you pos-

sess that could be beneficial in service to our association. Be a Game Changer and join President 

Taylor in a celebration. During the Awards Ceremony on Friday evening, we will be honoring 

members who have gone above and beyond and served our association well. I hope to see you 

there. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Laverne Whitmore, RDH, BS 

IDHA Vice President/Annual Conference Council Chair 



2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

Friday, November 2, 2018* 
 

7:00 am – 6:00 pm Registration 
 
7:00 am – 5:00 pm Exhibits Open All Day 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am Light Breakfast 
 
8:00 am – 11:00 am Oral Pathology for the Dental Professional (3 Hours Awarded) 
 Olga A. C. Ibsen, RDH, MS, FAADH 
 
11:00 am – 11:15 am Break 
 
11:15 am – 12:45 pm General Assembly Meeting/Business Session I 
 
12:45 pm – 1:15 pm Balloting for Election of Officers (Voting Members Only) 
 
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm Box Lunch (Exhibitors may pick up box lunch at noon) 
 Exhibits Open 
 
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm CDT Code Game Changers: End D4346 Confusion and 
 Teledentistry Road Map (3 Hours Awarded) 
 Patti DiGangi, RDH, BS 
 
5:00 pm – 5:15 pm Break 
 
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm Component Town Hall 
 
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm Student Town Hall 
 
7:00 pm – 10:00 pm President’s Reception 
 Awards Ceremony 
 Component Silent Auction 
 

Saturday, November 3, 2018* 
 
7:00 am – 5:00 pm Registration 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am Light Breakfast 
 
8:00 am – 10:00 am Ethics: Borders & Boundaries (2 Hours Awarded) 
 Kathy Nahrwold, RDH 
 
10:00 am – 10:15 am Break 
 
10:15 am – 11:15 am General Assembly Meeting/Business Session II 
 
11:15 am – 11:45 am Installation Ceremony 
 2018-2019 President’s Message 
 
11:45 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch Buffet 
 
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm Direct Access & the Access Practice Agreements (3 Hours Awarded) 
 Heather Taylor, MPH, LDH; IDHA President 
 Amanda Apple, LDH; Legislative Chair 
 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Post-Annual Conference BOD Meeting 
 
*Attendance at a state meeting sponsored by an approved organization is awarded one (1) credit 
hour. 



CONTINUING EDUCATION  

CDT 2017 changed the world of hygiene with D4346 code which finally assists to clearly iden-
tifying and treating gingivitis after decades of merely dumping gingival inflammation into the 
same category as health. CDT 2018 marks the first time teledentistry codes have been added 
to the CDT code set. With the click of a button, information can be sent at high speeds over 
many miles, increasing both efficiency of, and access to care AND new profit center for the 
practice. Many practices miss the opportunities accurate coding can provide. This interactive 
workshop explores how coding changes the role dental professionals play beyond a patient's 
oral care to improve overall systemic health AND increases the practice bottom line. 

 
Patti DiGangi, RDH, BS has assisted thousands of professionals to code more 
accurately and efficiently. In fact, the ADA recognized her expertise by inviting 
her to write a chapter in their CDT 2017 and 2018 Companion books. Patti 
holds publishing and speaking licenses with the ADA for Current Dental Termi-
nology, 2017 as well as SNODENT, 2017 diagnostic coding. She is the author of 
DentalCodeology, which is a series of easy-to-read, bite-sized books. Her latest 
brand extension, The Dental Codeologist Community is taking a member’s only 
approach to providing dental professionals with the latest news, tips, continuing 
education credits and more. Patti can be reached at: 
Patti@DentalCodeology.com. 

CDT Code Game Changers: End D4346 Confusion 
and Teledentistry Road Map (3 Hours Awarded) 

Friday, November 2, 2018   2:00pm-5:00pm 

Oral Pathology for the Dental Professional (3 Hours Awarded) 
Friday, November 2, 2018   8:00am-11:00am 

The course will cover the seven diagnostic methods that contribute to a final diagnosis. They 
include the following features clinical, radiographic, historical, laboratory, surgical, therapeu-
tic, and differential. Several lesions and conditions in each category will be discussed from eti-
ology to prognosis. The strength of the diagnosis for each lesion will come from one, two or 
more diagnostic methods. This methodical approach has been found to be very helpful in the 
diagnostic process. Lesions will include those associated with the inflammatory process, im-
munity, infectious disease, developmental disorders, genetics, neoplasia, and oral manifesta-
tions of systemic disease. Documentation procedures, biopsy techniques and referral options 
will also be covered. One patient dies every hour of every day from oral cancer. Hopefully, 
this course will help you change this statistic. You will return to clinical practice with an en-
lightened approach to managing oral lesions and conditions. 

 
Olga A. C. Ibsen, RDH, MS, FAADH is an Adjunct Professor at New York 
University College of Dentistry, in the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology, Radiology and Medicine and an Adjunct Professor at the Universi-
ty of Bridgeport in Bridgeport, Connecticut. She has made significant contri-
butions to the Dental Hygiene Profession as an educator, clinician, author 
and editor. She has been a part of the clinical practice of Dental Hygiene for 
over 35 years. She has co-authored the text Oral Pathology for the Dental 
Hygienist, published by Elsevier, now in its 7th Edition. She is a contributing 
author to all eight editions of Mosby’s Comprehensive Review of Dental Hy-
giene and to Mosby’s Review Questions for the National Board Dental Hy-
giene Examination. Ms. Ibsen presents CE courses on Oral Pathology at den-

tal and dental hygiene meetings, nationally and internationally. She is a Consultant Member 
to the Commission on Dental Competency Assessments where she prepares and evaluates 
test questions. Additionally, she serves on the editorial advisory boards for Dimensions of 
Dental Hygiene and The Journal of Dental Hygiene. In June 2016, she received The Award for 
Excellence in Dental Hygiene, from the American Dental Hygienists’ Association. In June 
2017, she received the Esther Wilkins Lifetime Achievement Award from Dimensions. 

mailto:Patti@DentalCodeology.com


This course will cover ethics and what is meant to be ethical as a dental professional. This 
includes professional responsibility, ethical dilemmas, and Indiana statutes and administra-
tive rules governing the licensure and practice of dentists, dental hygienists and dental assis-
tants. 

 
Kathy L. Nahrwold, RDH, graduated from the Indiana University/Purdue 
University of Fort Wayne Dental Hygiene Program in 1980. She has worked 
in private practice in the Fort Wayne area for the past 38 years. 
 
In 2010, Kathy acquired the business with which she was associated for over 
10 years and changed the name to Absolute OSHA Consulting, LLC. She pro-
vides both group and private office OSHA seminars, CPR training and Ethics 
courses throughout Indiana and is approved by the Indiana State Board of 
Dentistry for continuing education credit. She has been a certified CPR in-
structor for over 17 years. 

 
Kathy is an active member of ADHA (American Dental Hygienists’ Association) and IDHA 
(Indiana Dental Hygienists’ Association), where she served two terms as president as well as 
serving on the legislative council. She has been a member of OSAP (Organization for Asepsis 
Procedures) for over seventeen years, is also a member of the ABWA (The American Busi-
ness Women’s Association), and is involved in other numerous community projects within the 
northeast Indiana area. 

Ethics: Borders and Boundaries (2 Hours Awarded) 

Saturday, November 3, 2018   8:00am-10:00am 

CONTINUING EDUCATION  

Direct Access and the Access Practice Agreements (3 Hours Awarded) 
 

Saturday, November 4, 2018   1:30pm-4:30pm 

During this course, we will define direct access and discuss why this concept needed to come 
to Indiana. We will explore the legislative process that brought Access Practice Agreements 
(APAs) to Indiana and how the process impacts more than just access to dental hygiene and 
dental care. We will look at the workforce models that were immediately impacted by the 
APAs from July 1 to now and what we are anticipating for APAs over the next 12 months. We 
will review the benefits of the APA on more than access to care. Finally, we will look at the 
process of bringing APAs to additional settings in Indiana. 
 

Amanda Apple, LDH, BGS, is a 2006 graduate from IUSB's Dental Hygiene 
(DH) program and a 2007 graduate from IUPUI with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
General Studies. Since graduating from the DH program, she has worked in 
a general practice setting and has been the primary training hygienist for 
northern Indiana with Aspen Dental. Ms. Apple has been on the faculty at 
Ivy Tech and has served many roles in IDHA, including President, and is cur-
rently the Legislative Chair. She is currently a Regional Manager with Aspen 
Dental in north central Indiana. 
 
 
 
 
Heather L. Taylor, MPH, LDH, has been an Indiana licensed dental hy-
gienist for twelve years. She has worked in a variety of settings, including 
private-practice, public health, and education. Ms. Taylor was a full-time 
faculty member at Indiana University School of Dentistry for three years 
working with SEAL Indiana and teaching Dental Radiology courses. Cur-
rently, she is a PhD student at the Indiana University Fairbanks School of 
Public Health, a NLM Public and Population Health Informatics Fellow, and 
President of the Indiana Dental Hygienists’ Association. 



REGISTRATION FORM 

2018 IDHA Annual Conference 
 

Complete one form for each person registering. Photocopies are accepted. Please print clearly. 

Questions? Contact IDHA Central Office at IDHACentralOff@gmail.com or call 219-798-2340. 

 
Full Name  Address  
 
City  State  Zip  ADHA Member #  
 
Email  Phone  
 
ATTENDEE STATUS (please check all that apply): 

1 Member # Years of Membership  Name of Component  

1 Component Chair 1 Component Vice Chair 1 Component Financial Representative 

1 Board Member 1 Student 1 Non-member 1 Other (explain)  

 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE CATEGORIES (Please check only one category below): 
 EARLY BIRD MAIN REGISTRATION ON-SITE 
ATTENDEE CATEGORY June 15ïJuly 15 July 16ïOctober 26 Oct. 27ïNov 2 

2-Day Member Fee (Includes all but Friday Evening Event) 1 $210 1 $260 1 $310 

2-Day Non-Member Fee (Includes all but Friday Evening Event) 1 $285 1 $335 1 $385 

2-Day Student Fee (Includes all but Friday Evening Event) 1 $100 1 $150 1 $200 

1-Day Student Fee (Identify Day:  ) 1 $  70 1 $120 1 $170 

Friday-Only Member Fee (Includes all but Friday Evening Event) 1 $170 1 $220 1 $270 

Friday-Only Non-Member Fee (Includes all but Friday Evening Event) 1 $245 1 $295 1 $345 

Saturday-Only Member Fee (Includes all Saturday Events) 1 $170 1 $220 1 $270 

Saturday-Only Non-Member Fee (Includes all Saturday Events) 1 $245 1 $295 1 $345 

 SPECIAL MEALS NEEDED: 1 Gluten-free 1 Vegetarian 
 

EVENING EVENT REGISTRATION: Presidentôs Reception/Awards Ceremony/Component Silent Auction 

Friday, Nov. 2, 7:30pmï10:00pm 
(Onsite registration is limited. Register early!) 

Cost: $55 per Person # of Guests:  Total # Attending  

Special Meal(s): # of Gluten Free  # of Vegetarian  

 Special Event Fee (total # attending x $55): $    

 
PAYMENT TYPE: 

¶ If paying by check, make check payable to IDHA 

 Mail check and registration form to: IDHA, 1350-C Southport Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46217 

 
¶ If paying by credit card, add a $12 convenience fee Credit Card Convenience Fee: $    

Scan and email registration form to: IDHACentralOff@gmail.com 

 
Credit Card Type: 1 Visa 1 Mastercard Card #   

Exp:  /   CVV code:   

Name on Credit Card:   
 

 TOTAL PAYMENT: $    
(Add Registration and/or Special Event Fee as selected above+ credit card fee, if applicable) 

 

 

××THERE IS NO GUARANTEE OF MEALS IF REGISTRATION PAYMENT RECEIVED AFTER OCTOBER 26, 2018×× 

mailto:IDHAcentraloff@gmail.com
mailto:IDHACentraloff@gmail.com


The Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ft. Harrison Garrison Conference Center 

6002 N. Post Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46216 
 

Click here for directions. 

Lodging and Reservations 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 Harrison House Ft. Harrison St. Park Inn 
 

Room Block Information: 
Room Type 11/01 11/02 
Harrison House (Reserve entire house, 7 rooms/suites, sleeps 16) $712.53 $747.63 
Ft. Harrison St. Park Inn: 
1 King Bed Accessible Room (1 available) $128.69 $140.39 
Queen Accessible Room (1 available) $140.39 $163.79 
1 King Bed Room (12 available) $128.69 $140.39 
King Suite (5 available) $140.39 $163.79 
2 Queen Beds (4 available) $128.69 $140.39 

Included in room rate: parking, Wi-Fi, and breakfast 
 

Reservations*: call 877-563-4371 and identify Ft. Harrison St. Park; give code: 111IDH  
 

*Must reference IDHA Annual Conference to receive these room block rates! 

Room block/rate available until October 2, 2018. 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/inns/ftharrison/about.html#dd
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Q. What is the IDHA refund policy? 
 
A. Cancellation notices and refund requests must be submitted at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the Annual Conference. These requests are to be submitted in writing (email 
or mail only) and received by October 3, 2018. A $75 administrative fee will be ap-
plied to any refund request for the full conference registration fee. A $25 administra-
tive fee will be applied to any refund request for Student or single-day registration 
fees. The Friday night President’s Reception is not eligible for a refund. Please 
allow 7-10 business days for refunds to be processed. 

 
 
Q. Can I register at the main registration rate up to the day of the conference? 
 
A. No. Early-Bird and Main Registrations can be processed via mail, email or online up 
through October 26. As of October 27, all registrations will be considered on-
site, will require payment of the on-site fee, and must be completed at the confer-
ence. 

 
 
Q. Can I register online? 
 
A. Certainly! To register online, click on the following IDHA Eventbrite link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/edit?eid=46597188445. It will take you to the 
2018 IDHA Annual Conference online registration event. View the information provid-
ed, under ticketsðselect the category/categories for which you wish to register, and 
follow additional prompts as provided. If you have any questions on online registra-
tion, contact IDHA Executive Director Barb Owens at IDHACentralOff@gmail.com. 

 
 
Q. Do I have to bring a copy of my registration form to the event? 
 
A. It is not required but recommended. Should discrepancies occur, documentation is 
always helpful! 

 
 
Q. What is your privacy policy? Will my information be provided to others? 
 
A. IDHA abides by the Privacy Policies established by ADHA which can be found here: 
http://www.adha.org/resources-docs/7171_ADHA_Privacy_Policy.pdf. For 
details on information provided to others, see page 4 of the referenced policy docu-
ment. 

 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/edit?eid=46597188445
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http://www.adha.org/resources-docs/7171_ADHA_Privacy_Policy.pdf


2017-2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

President Treasurer 

Heather Taylor Paula Russell 

 

President Elect Immediate Past President 

VACANT Stephanie Cohen 

 

Vice President ADHA 3yr Delegate 

Laverne Whitmore Nichole Dicke 

 

Secretary Trustee at Large 

Pam Rettig Sheli Taulbee 
 

 

COMPONENT LEADERSHIP 
 

Component Component Chair 

Central (01) ............................ Lisa Maxwell 

Ohio Valley (02) ..................... Julie Schmidt 

Isaac Knapp (03) .................... Chrissy Stephan 

Northwest (04) ....................... Eileen Curosh 

East Central (05) .................... Valerie Helms-Mejia 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE COUNCIL 
 

Annual Conference/Committee Chair: Vice President Laverne Whitmore 

Annual Conference Committee Members: Stephanie Eddy, Ginny Hull, Mae Riggs, 
Karen Wilber 

Awards & Recognition Committee: Sheli Taulbee 

Election Committee: Lynn Ramer 

Non Dues Revenue Committee: Amanda Apple 

Registration: Barb OwensðCentral Office 

 


